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 A Note From Jan 

The Spring Event was an huge success, despite 
the on and off rain. What a beautiful evening 
orchestrated by our talented chair person, Jenni-
fer Havin.  
 
Thank you to  Derrick Havin, Amy Romey, Da-
lene Kersey, Chris Patterson, Drew Swanson, 
Wayne and Jan Swanson, Amy Blickenstaff, 
Susan Leggit, Angel Gustofsen,  and Greg Joir-
man, for your help with setting up the event and 
with the event itself. And a special thank you to 
the staff for all of their help. 
                     Jan 

UNIT:  My Country 
THEMES:  
I: Flag, Red, White, Blue. 
PT: Rectangles, Fireworks, Water Play, Crabs. 
T: Summer foods, Boats, Fishing, Camping,  
PS: Summer, Bees & Wasps, Baseball, Sand & 
Mud. 
MAPS: America, Ranching, Seashells, Seals.  
MAK: Patriotism, Pioneers, Covered Wagons, 
Ocean. 
K3 & SE: Gardens, Animalopolis, Summer Fruit, 
Community Service. 
 

 Curriculum 

NEWSLETTER 

 

Play Yard Guidelines 

 

Having fun at the Spring Event! 
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ž Please pick up the oldest sibling first and have him/her 

accompany you inside the classroom to pick up the 
younger sibling. 

 

ž If you bring a sibling with you to drop off or pick up your 

child, please keep the child with you in the classroom. 
 

ž In all of the play yards (except infants and toddlers) chil-

dren must wear their own helmets when on any wheel 
toys. 

 

ž All play yards must be vacated by 5:20pm with all play-

ground equipment put away. 
 

ž Our playgrounds are only to be used by North Wall fami-

lies. 
 

ž We recommend Holmberg Park located across Wall 

Street for other play. 



 CLASSROOM NEWS 

 Infants 

Welcome back to a new school year, Infants!  
What better way to start off the year than with 
the color yellow (thank you, Mr. Sun, for making 
your debut) and ñFun in the Sunò?  We have 
been busy exploring the new toys on our 
shelves as well as the sand and grass outside!  
A few of our favorite activities so far have been 
rolling the yellow balls and mimicking the hand 
motions to ñIf Youôre Happy and You Know Itò 
and ñThe Itsy Bitsy Spider.ò 

Throughout the month of July, we will be intro-
duced to flags, red, white and blue.  I am thrilled 
to incorporate the ball pit and the velcro board 
into our classroom in July!  We are also very 
excited to enjoy the new water feature in the 
Infant Play Yard!  Thank you to the North Wall 
Childrenôs Association, and the Jessup Family 
for your contributions toward this project!  It 
turned out beautifuly! 
 
I am so excited to be the Infant Teacher this 
year!  I am passionate about children receiving 
high quality education, and I firmly believe that 
the education process begins in infancy.  Hereôs 
to the beginning of a great year of learning, 
laughter and love! 
 
~Samantha 
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 Pre Toddlers 

June has come and gone, and with it comes a 
new school year.  I am so excited to be the 
teacher in the Pre-Toddler classroom.  This last 
week has been spent exploring all that the new 
classroom has to offer.  I have had so much fun 
getting to know each child in my class.   

 
What I have loved most about the last week is 
watching the way their eyes light up at each new 
item that they encounter.  Emma explored the 
textured circle.  She would take the contact pa-
per circle and switch from one hand to the other 
noticing that it was very sticky.  Cyler opened 
and shut the tongs as he tried to pick up cotton 
balls.  He was mostly amazed at how, when he 
pulled the handle apart, the tongs would close.   

 
In July the Unit will be My Country.  The Themes 
are Flag, Red, White and Blue.  We will be 
closed July 5

th
 to Observe Independence Day.   

 
I am so fortunate to be the teacher in the Pre-
Toddler room.  Everyday with these special and 
talented children is a blessing for me.  Hope that 
you have a safe and happy Fourth of July holi-
day.    
 
~Dianna 



 CLASSROOM NEWS 

Toddlers 

The Toddler classroom has been up and run-
ning for one whole week!  All of the children 
have had a fantastic transition into the toddler 
room! The children are continuing to build on 
their old friendships and make new ones!  We 
are having a wonderful time exploring the new 
classroom, noticing the new materials, and dis-
covering new activities.  Jimmy has used the 
crayons each day to create his art work. Collin 
and Sachi have played 
with the playdoh, learning 
what they can create. Lily 
and Abbigail were very 
creative with the Mr. Po-
tato Head toys and the 
loft has been a hit with 
Quinton. Ava, Brady, and 
Mikey have enjoyed driv-
ing the big cars all around 
the room, and Reese had 
fun bowling with Chrissy.     
 
Through out the year, the toddlers will be learn-
ing and growing so much.  The children will 
learn to do many things on their own.  One of 
the first things we will focus on is learning to 
drink from a cup.  This is a skill that takes a lot of 
practice.  To provide this practice time we will 
use a cup during all of the school meals. If you 
send a drink for lunch we will put it in the childôs 
cup we have here. We will be transitioning away 
from our sippy cups over the next two weeks.  
Thank you for your support and help as we work 
with the children to reach this milestone.    

 
We would like to thank Lisa Jones for going to 
IKEA for us and getting our wonderful new cub-
bies. 

 
I have enjoyed getting to know all of the  tod-
dlers!  They are so wonderful.   It has been a 
delight to get to know their personalities!  I look 
forward to getting to know them even better and 
traveling with them thru the next stages of their 
life!  I have liked meeting all of the childrenôs 
families and look forward to getting to know 
more about you.   

 
Feel free to email me or call me at the school if 
you have any questions, concerns, or com-
ments!   
 
~Karen 
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 Preschool 

We spent the week exploring our new room and 
learning the guidelines. At our literacy center the 
children decorated their names. We have been 
working on recognizing our own names and the 
names of our classmates. At our math center the 
children are working on number recognition. 
They enjoyed playing number matching games 
as well as counting the days in each month on 
the calendar. They count the calendar every 
morning in English, Spanish and Sign Lan-
guage. At our art center the children painted 
with trucks, painted a picture of the sun, de-
signed their own airplanes and made coffee filter 
tie-dyes. In our science area the children had 
the opportunity to go fishing as well as explore 
rice and rocks with scoops and funnels. The 
children have been enjoying our ñDora the Ex-
plorerò game on the computer. They are be 
learning how to use the mouse increasing their 
hand-eye coordination that goes along with that. 
This week was so much fun; I am so excited to 
have your children in my class! 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to share in the 
lives of your children. I look forward to getting to 
know each of them! 
 
Happy Birthday to Sammy who turned 3 on June 
6

th
, and Brady who turned 3 on June 19

th
!!! 

 
Blessings, 
Anne Marie Smithson 



 CLASSROOM NEWS 

Multi-Age Preschool 

Our children have been 
getting to know their 
new friends and teach-
ers this month as they 
learned about the 
ñtransportationò themes.  
We have enjoyed re-
membering each 
otherôs names with 
songs like ñI have a 
good friend,ò and ñOh 
Punchanello.ò At the 
language center we 
practiced writing our name by creating a class 
book entitled ñMy name iséò with pictures of our 
friends along with the spelling of their names. 
We exercised our critical thinking skills at the 
science center by using the guess and check 
box with boy people and girl people. At the art 
center we painted heart shapes with multi-
cultural skin tone colors. We used body shapes 
to build a circle of preschool friends at the social 
studies center. At the math center we created a 
graph of the number of girls and boys in our 
class.    
 
Thank you for sending a swim suit, towel, and 
sandals or shoes for water play.  Our class is 
beginning Show & Share time at 11:00am be-
fore lunch. Show and share is a time for your 
child to express their language through speaking 
and listening to their friends. The item should 
not be of extreme value or fragile. The item 
should also be non-violent, since our school is 
free of guns/weapons. Items that relate to 
books, musical instruments, pictures, letters, 
numbers, colors or our weekly theme are great 
for show and share. 
 
I would like to thank Chris Adams and Christian 
Smithson for helping build a counter and spray 
painting black chairs during our Room Arrange-
ment Day. My goal for the upcoming month  is 
for the children to practice using their words & 
asking their friends for a turn to increase their 
social/emotional skills. I am so thankful for the 
new group of wonderful children in our class. 
They have already begun to show a close bond 
with each other that I can tell will blossom into 
rich friendships throughout the year.   
 
Many Blessings,  
Nicole Greer  
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 Multi-Age Kindergarten 

We spent the first part of June learning about 
buses.  At circle time the children listened to 
stories about buses; they especially enjoyed 
The Boy on the Bus and The Seals on the 
Bus, spin offs from the song ñThe Wheels on 
the Busò.  The children made our own class 
book, The Children on the Bus.  They each 
wrote and illustrated their own page for the 
book, coming up with an animal that is on the 
bus.  At the math center children have been 
working on tell time to the hour and half hour.  
They matched times on analog and digital 
clocks and played ñTime Dominoesò.  At the 
art center children created their own buses 
and made a graham cracker bus snack!  The 
children also looked at maps of bus routes 
and created their own maps at the social stud-
ies learning center.  As the 2009-2010 school 
year came to a close, our class said good-bye 
to some friends as they went to K-3 here at 
North Wall or took the summer off.   
 

We  welcomed many 
new friends to our MAK 
family as we started the 
new school year.  The 
first week of the new 
school year was spent 
learning about our new 
classroom and class-
room routine.  Each 
day we read a different 
book by Audrey Penn 
who shared valuable 
lessons on making new 
friends and dealing with 

change.  At the math learning center children 
worked on number recognition and number 
formation.  In social studies we worked on 
cooperation and taking turns, playing a variety 
of games, such as ñMemoryò and ñTic Tac 
Toeò.  Children made raccoon masks and 
puppets, recreating characters from the sto-
ries we read at circle time.  Our school year is 
off to a great start! 
  
I am looking forward to getting to know you 
and your children throughout the school year.  
It is going to be an exciting year of learning 
and discovery! 
 
~Heather 
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 CLASSROOM NEWS 

Summer Enrichment 

Happy first month of Summer Enrichment! Wow, 
this has been a great week, all of our friends 
have really created a community and love being 
classmates. We have been having a week filled 
with getting to know each other and understand-
ing the importance of community. Tiffany Bailey 
has been a wonderful guest teacher and the 
children have absolutely loved being with her. 
She is such an amazing asset to North Wall 
Schools and I am so thankful she was able to 
help me in a time of need. 
 
Tiffany has told me how 
much your children are 
enjoying math center 
when it involves 
money. This is great 
because it can be a 
challenge to under-
stand if one doesnôt use 
it every day.  Whenever 
you have small change 
in your pocket, give it to 
you child and ask them 
how much you have. 
You can extend this by emptying a large change 
jar (if you have one) and let them sort and create 
an organized system of counting it.  
 
We are still working on our Achievement Re-
cords for Summer Enrichment. Please continue 
to help your child work on them at home as well. 
 
 
I would like to thank Tiffany Bailey for all her 
help the first week of Summer Enrichment. She 
worked so hard and she is a wonderful teacher. 
She always built the children up and encour-
aged them to succeed. I would also like to thank 
all the Summer Enrichment Students, it is not 
easy having two different teachers the first 
month of school and they really made me feel 
very welcomed and thank you parents for 
choosing to be a part of our program. I have felt 
so welcomed in this stressful time of finishing 
my Masterôs degree. Thank you so much! 
 
~Jenna 

 K-3 Summer Program 

I have enjoyed getting to know all the children in 
the Summer K-3 program.  We have been learn-
ing to work  together and create a community in 
our classroom.  Our first week was filled with 
welcome activities and learning about all the 
living and non-living things in our classroom.   

 

We are still working on our Achievement Re-
cords for Summer Enrichment. Please continue 
to help your child work on them at home as well. 

 
 
 
~Tristin 












